
TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis 

Home Kit 
Divided Kingdom, Exile, Return—WEEK 2 

Everybody needs a little TLC! 

Before you Begin: 
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are 
examples).  Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and     
Assignments), and supplies of pencil, or pen. 

Start with Family Prayer 
Pray for your family to stay together and support one another always. 
 
The two kingdoms, Israel (in the north) and Judah (in the south) are divided.  
These two Israelite kingdoms were too weak to survive separately and entered  
into a long period of decline.  During this span of about 200 years God was    
sending both Israel and Judah prophets who spoke of the one true God and the 
hope of the coming of the King from the line of David, that is, Jesus the Messiah. 
The prophets warned Israel and Judah to turn from worshipping false gods and 
from treating one another unjustly.  They did no listen to them. 
 

Now, we enter the eighth period of the Bible called the “Exile”.  It is the color  
baby-blue because Judah is singing the blues in Babylon.  (Review your Bible 
Timeline Chart) 
 

In 722 BC the northern kingdom of Israel was completely wiped out by the        
Assyrians, a huge foreign empire that controlled most of the Middle East at that 
time.  Most of the Israelites were sent into exile to different places all over the 
known world and were never heard from again. 
 

The southern kingdom of Judah held on for another 150 years or so before the 
Babylonians wiped it out and took most of the Jews as captives to Babylon in 587 
BC. 
 

Discussion with your Family: 
The people of Judah were taken from their home and land.  They missed being 
home.  What are some things you enjoy about your home, your family and your 
friends?  Name one thing that your parents do (or did) for you that showed that 
they love you very much. 



+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS + 
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us 

 
 
 

Saints Francisco and Jacinta Marto 
 
Feast Day: February 20 
 
On a beautiful Sunday afternoon, May 13, 1917, three children were laughing and chatting as 
they kept watch over their families’ sheep. This afternoon they were building a playhouse out of 
brush and rocks. Suddenly a bright light flashed. They thought it was lightning. Then it flashed 
again. They saw a ball of light descend upon a little green evergreen tree. Within the light was a 
beautiful woman dressed in white. 

The children were Lucia dos Santos, who was 10 years old, 
and her cousins Francisco Marto (9) and his sister Jacinta 
(7). These children lived in Portugal, in a small village near 
Fatima. The shining woman told them not to be afraid and 
that she was from heaven. She told them she would return 
on the 13th day of each month for 6 months, and she asked 
them to meet her at this place, Cova da Iria. 

Many people including Lucia’s family did not believe the 
children. People laughed, ridiculed, harassed, threatened 
them and put them in jail for two days. But nothing could 
change the truth. 

During the summer, on the 13th day of each month, the 
Blessed Mother Mary appeared to the children. More and 
more people accompanied to the Cova. Each time Mary 
told them to pray the Rosary for peace in the world and to sacrifice for sinners. On October 13, 
the last day of apparition, more than 70,000 were waiting. This time the Lady of the Rosary 
asked them to build a chapel on the rocky hillside. The entire crowd saw a remarkable sight. 
The sun seemed to dance in the sky. It was spinning like a top and shooting off brilliant colors 
of the rainbow. Suddenly the sun dropped treacherously close to earth. People dropped to their 
knees, and the sun just as quickly returned to its play in the sky. 
 

You might think that if the Blessed Mother of God appears to you and speaks to you, you are a 
saint. But that is not necessarily true. What is true is that Mary chose to come to children who 
the year before had been visited by the Angel of Peace, children who had listened to the angel’s 
message and prayed the prayer the angel taught them. They responded to Mary in the same way 
and prayed the Rosary and offered sacrifices for sinners and for the conversion of the world. 
They were children who wanted to please God. 

Francisco and Jacinta died within a short time, as the Lady had said they would. They were   
beatified on May 13, 2000. At that time Lucia dos Santos was a Carmelite nun in Portugal.   
Sister Lucia died February 13, 2005 at age 97. Pope Francis canonized Francisco and Jacinta 
during a May 13, 2017 Mass in Fatima. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/blesseds-francisco-and-jacinta-
marto 



GOSPEL READING 
First Sunday of Lent 

February 18, 2018 

Mark 1:12-15 
 

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert,  
and he remained in the desert for forty days, 
tempted by Satan. 
He was among wild beasts, 
and the angels ministered to him. 
 
After John had been arrested,  
Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: 
"This is the time of fulfillment. 
The kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent, and believe in the gospel."   
  
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/021818.cfm 

Family Connection 

The announcement that Jesus makes as he begins his preaching in today’s Gospel is 
recalled on Ash Wednesday at the signing with ashes: “Repent and believe in the   
gospel.” This is our challenge for Lent; indeed, it is the challenge of our entire life.   
During Lent, we are invited to strengthen and to renew the promises that we made at 
our Baptism, to reject Satan and sin so as to live as children of God. Through the 
grace of God that we received at Baptism, we follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit 
and know that with Jesus’ help, we will be victorious over sin. 

As you gather as a family, talk about the importance of Baptism. At our Baptism, our 
sins were forgiven, and we promised to live as children of God. As part of the Rite of 
Baptism, we rejected sin and Satan. Read today’s Gospel, Mark 1:12-15. During Lent, 
we renew the promises of our Baptism, turning again from sin and promising to follow 
God. Light a candle, perhaps a candle used at one of your family member’s Baptisms, 
and pray together the Act of Contrition. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/first-sunday-of-lent-cycle-b-
sunday-connection 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-contrition.htm

